Practical considerations in opioid use for brain neoplasm.
Neurologists are often on the front lines of diagnosis for primary and metastatic brain tumors. Patients with brain tumors typically have multiple comorbidities and pain generators beyond headache, necessitating opioid therapy. Opioid-based pain relief and safety in the medically ill patient are complex. While using the lowest-potency opioid with adjunct medications is always prudent, patients with brain tumors frequently require dose escalation. Opioid selection and use is based on the patient's respiratory and cardiac function as well as drug clearance capability. Specific opioid combinations, employing long-acting and short-acting drugs, have greater efficacy in specific patient profiles and make adverse drug reactions, toxicity, abuse, and diversion less likely.